may suppose that they shall come to an evil end, for
the Book of Decrees says: 'Seldom, and only with
great pain, are causes brought to a good end, when
they have been badly begun/

"Now, sir, if men ask me why God has suffered
men to do this villainy, certainly I can answer noth-
ing in any reliable language. For the Apostle says
that the wisdom and the judgments of Our Lord God
Almighty are very deep, whereof no man may com-
prehend anything, nor search into them. Neverthe-
less, by certain presumptions and conj earnings, I
hold and believe that God, Who is justice and right-
eousness, has permitted this villainy upon a just and
reasonable cause.

"Your name is Melibee, which is to say, a man who
drinks honey.2 You have drunk so much of the sweet
honey of mundane riches and delights and honours
that you are intoxicated therewith, and have forgot-
ten Jesus Christ, your Creator: you have not hon-
oured Him as you should have done, nor have you
showed Him a proper reverence. Nor have you well
observed those words of Ovid, who says: 'Under the
honey of the good things of the flesh is hidden the
venom that slays the soul.' And Solomon says that if
you have found honey, eat of it only a sufficiency;
for if you eat of it overmuch, you shall vomit, and
so be again hungry and in want. And perchance
Christ holds you in scorn, and has turned away His
face from you, and shut up the ears of His mercy;
and also He has suffered it that you have been pun-
ished in that manner in which you have sinned. You
have sinned against Our Lord Christ; for, certainly,
those three enemies of mankind, the world, the flesh,
and the devil, you have wilfully suffered to enter
into your heart through the windows of your body,
and you have not sufficiently defended yourself

2 Meliboeus, a shepherd in Vergil's First Eclogue. Chaucer's tale
was translated from the old French tale called Le Itore de Melibee
et Dame Prudence.